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IN THE MATTER OF THE RESOLUTION OF THE 
BOROUGH OF LAKE COMO, MONMOUTH 
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING 
RENEWAL OF THE FRANCHISE AGREEMENT 
WITH NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS COMPANY 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ORDER APPROVING RENEWAL  
OF FRANCHISE AGREEMENT 
 
 
DOCKET NO. GE20030214 

 
Parties of Record: 

 
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director, New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel 
Andrew K. Dembia, Esq., on behalf of New Jersey Natural Gas Company 

 
BY THE BOARD: 
 
New Jersey Natural Gas (“NJNG” or “Company”), a regulated public utility subject to the 
jurisdiction of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“Board”), is a corporation duly organized 
under the laws of the State of New Jersey engaged in the distribution and transportation of natural 
gas to approximately 530,000 residential, commercial and industrial customers located in 
Monmouth and Ocean Counties, parts of Middlesex, Burlington, and Morris counties in New 
Jersey. 
 
NJNG currently provides natural gas service within the Borough of Lake Como (“Borough”) to 
1,114 residential customers and 68 commercial customers.  The Company’s 50 year consent to 
use the streets within the Borough for the provision of gas service expired on March 18, 2019.1  
On November 18, 2019 by Resolution No. 2019-138 (“Resolution”), the Borough renewed NJNG’s 
franchise for a period of 25 years and has granted NJNG consent to lay, maintain, and operate 
gas facilities in the Borough.  A copy of the Resolution is attached to this Order as Exhibit “A”.  By 
letter to the Borough dated December 30, 2019, NJNG accepted and agreed to the terms and 
conditions of the Resolution consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-16.  Copies of the letter of acceptance 
and the hearing notice are attached to this Order as Exhibits “B” and “C”, respectively.  
 
 

                                            
1 The Board notes that municipal consents often expire some time prior to their renewal even when the 
Company initiates the renewal process prior to the expiration of the previous term.  This is primarily the 
result of the time necessary for a municipality to fulfill the legal requirements that attend to all formal actions 
it must take along with the additional time for hearing and Board approval as required by law.  The Board 
has been assured that pending review of its petition, NJNG represents that it has continued to provide 
service to its customers within the Borough in an uninterrupted manner. 
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On March 4, 2020, NJNG filed a petition with the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 and N.J.A.C. 
14:1-5.5, seeking approval of the franchise renewal agreement granted by the Borough.  As 
required by law and after notice, a municipal consent hearing in this matter was held on July 28, 
2020.  Lanhi Saldana, Esq., the board’s duly appointed hearing officer, presided over the hearing.  
Appearances were made on behalf of the Company, the New Jersey Division of rate Counsel 
(“Rate Counsel”) and Board Staff.  No other party participated in the hearing or filed any written 
comments with the Board related to this matter.  
 
At the hearing, the Company relied on its petition and exhibits filed with the Board and presented 
the testimony of John B. Wyckoff, Vice President of Operations and Engineering.  According to 
Mr. Wyckoff’s testimony and discovery responses, NJNG anticipates growth in the Borough over 
the next five (5) years of approximately 10 to 20 customers.  Mr. Wyckoff also testified that the 
Company has the capacity to meet the anticipated level of growth within the municipality and has 
no plans to change its gas distribution system within the Borough.  
 
Rate Counsel, in its written comments to the petition dated August 19, 2020, indicated that it does 
not object to the Company’s petition since the Company represented that it has the capacity 
necessary to continue to provide natural gas service to the Borough.  The term of the municipal 
consent related to the use of streets is limited to a term of 25 years.  However, Rate Counsel 
requested that approval of the petition include certain restrictions which are incorporated in this 
Order.  
 
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS 

 
After careful review and consideration of the petition and exhibits submitted in this matter, the 
Board HEREBY FINDS that the renewal of the franchise agreement granted to NJNG by the 

Borough of Lake Como is necessary and proper for the public convenience and properly serve 
the public interest, and that NJNG has the ability to continue to provide safe, adequate, and proper 
service.  The Board FURTHER FINDS that the Company has the necessary experience, financial 

capability, capacity, and facilities in the Borough to continue to provide adequate and appropriate 
service to its existing customers, and that the 25 year duration of the municipal consent to use 
the streets is consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-15.  Accordingly, the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-
14, HEREBY APPROVES the consent granted to NJNG by the Borough to continue to provide 

gas service, and for the continued use of its public streets for that purpose for a period of 25 years. 
 
The approval granted hereinabove shall be subject to the following provisions: 
 

1. As required by N.J.S.A. 48:3-15, and limited by the Resolution, the municipal 
consent to construct, maintain and operate gas lines in the streets and other public 
places in the Borough is limited to a term not exceeding 25 years. 

 
2. This Order shall not be construed as directly or indirectly fixing for any purposes 

whatsoever the value of any tangible or intangible assets now owned or hereafter 
to be owned by NJNG. 

 
3. This Order shall not effect nor in any way limit the exercise of the authority of this 

Board or of the State in any future petition or in any proceedings with respect to 
rates, franchises, services, financing, accounting, capitalization, depreciation, or in 
any other matters affecting NJNG. 
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This Order shall be effective on October 24, 2020. 
 
DATED: October 14, 2020     BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

BY: 
 
  
 
 

____________________   
JOSEPH L. FIORDALISO 
PRESIDENT 

  
 
 
 
______________________      _____________________   
MARY-ANNA HOLDEN     DIANNE SOLOMON 
COMMISSIONER      COMMISSIONER 
 
 
 
 
______________________      ______________________  
UPENDRA J. CHIVUKULA     ROBERT M. GORDON 
COMMISSIONER      COMMISSIONER 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: ______________________ 

AIDA CAMACHO-WELCH 
SECRETARY 
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R OL ON 0 . 2019-138 

A THORIZING AL OF TIIE · RAN Hl E 
. H JF,RSE L A OM}> Y 

WHEN.EA , New Jer y oinpany e ', G ) has heretofore been granted a franchise 
and consent to lay maintain and opera.te g facilitie in the Boro gh of ake omo (formerly the 
Borough of ulh B lmar ; Md 

WH RE , NJNG i de ·irou:,; f obtaining a franchj ' and on ·cnt f the I unicipali o con inue 
serving the municipa l i y. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE n RE OL ED Lhal the B rough f L e Como h rcb consents and 
authorizes NJ G to lay maintain and oper te for a period o twenty-five (25) years from th dat • 
hert"O it ·onductor · mains and pipe$ together ·th all appurtcnan thereto in, ndcr and ver all 
the p 1blic streets. alleys, squ res and publi plac.es in the Borough of Lake Como for the purpo e o 
conducting, tran mitting and di ributi g gas or any mixtur o ga e · o arious typ s, including n.a~ural 
gas, upon the foJlo ing terms and ooditions and rules, reg lations and ordinan e of the Burough of 
LakeC rno: 

J. I agree that, in II · · "nin re vati n arc ad · 
fi r th p afore:aid the pa the treets, alleys, sq ares or 
road ays c roas nabl re ral Ga!> Company lo the same 
condition as existed pri r to the op 

2. Th JNG ball conduct the work or e laying r mai t.aining of as pipe ther i in a 
careful and prudent manner: and 

J . That N'JNG ·hall safoguard public intc1-c. t in o tinuous and unrnterTUpted service 
dtlring th term fthe grant; and 

4. That J Gs all maintain its propt"rty in good rd ·r throughout the full em, of he grant; 

S. That JNG hall dcft•nd and indemnify and hold ha e Co o 
fr m any liabi lily arising from the operations o N to the extent caused by the 
neglig nee ot i lful mi conduct of or its employee or agent ; nd 

6. That NJNG shall continuously afford saf◄ • adequate and proper service at jusc and 
rea on ble rates as determined b he B rd of blic tilides of the 'late o ew Jersey. 

URT D. 1st this fran bise c.onsent, upon appr val of lhe Board of Public 
tilities o the ~ tate of N w Jersey, shaJI super de the Resolution granted by the Borough of outh 
elmaron March 18 l 69· and 

RTI • R O •D, t ' ew J r e Nat I Gas ' mp n hall file with th cl rk of 
thii, muni ipality within sixty (60 days from the dale her f, i acceptance of the ter, sand provision 
of the franchise con em herein granred and its agreement o be bound by the t rms and provisions 

196.872 
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thereof; and 

BE IT FURTHER R ., 0 ED that this resol tion hall rtol become effi Li o unle and until i is 
appro ed by Lhl! Board o Public tilities ofthe t of New Jersey. 

D D: l L/1 20 19 

Lui 
Bo 

I certify the for<tg in t be a true and a urate copy fa reso l rion adopt d by the Borough of La e 
lllOOn \~ \ \ / , 2019. 
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Exhibit B:  

Letter of Acceptance  
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M NewJersey 
l,'f Natural Gas 

Louis A. Mekosh, RM , M , 
Borough Cl r Administrator 
Borough f Lak Como 
1740 · afa Stre t 

Lake omo, ew Jersey 07719 

Dec-ember 30, 2019 

FO 

Re: RE OL O OF THE BORO GH OF L KE OMO, 
A THORlZ C 

Nl WITH ffiW 
MONMO 'H OU T N J1\ JERSEY 
RENEW L OF THE FRA CHI E AGREEM 
JER'" E TURAL G OMP NY 
RESOL TION 0. 2019-138 

Dear Ms. Mekosh: 

i ew Jersey atural ras ompany ("N ") hereby accept the tenns and 
provision of the franchi e consent granted by the Borough of ak Como on November 
18, 2019, and hereb agrees t be b und by the terms and provisions chereor. ee 
Rewlutitm o. 2019-1 38 the "Resolution") her in e closed. 

JNG \.\'ill ubmi the Resolution to the New Je:rse Board o Public tilities (the 
4 BP '') for appr, val and provid y u wit advan e notice of the BPU hearing on this 

mat er. 

AG:sg 
nclosure 

Re ·pectfuJJy submitted, 

j(T 
Alex 0002 I z. sq. 
A,:, i ·tant Gen ral Cotm et 

1 15 Wyckoff Roatl P 0 . Bo)( 1464 V'/alf, J 077 9 F one: 00·22 005 www.nrng.co111 
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Exhibit C: 
Hearing Notice 
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Al New Jersey 6..AW Natural Gas 

Lou· 
B · istmlor 

I 
077] 

Marion fasniclc. I rk ftb Board 
Monmouth ounty Board of Frech ld rs 

nmouth oun H II o R c rds 

077_ 

RF. : of P tition of , i Jer.cey 1tund 
of u F hi. e in the Borough of 
BPl o. 200302 (4 

D the Pruti 

My 

mn 1 

p,,,t h 
he hcurin ,. 

ist 

14I5Wy offR PO. Bwc 1 W II 

Jun 0, o_ 

omp ny for th ppro l 
1onmoutb .ounty 
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